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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendments 



This correspondence is in response to the applicant's election and amendment filed 5/5/00 



and amendment filed 6/16/00. 

2. Group IV have been elected by Applicant. 

3. Claims 25 and 37 have been amended as specified. 

4. New claims 37-41 (amendment filled 5/5/00) and new claims 42-65 (amendment filled 
6/16//00) have been added. 



2 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 37 1© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 



3. Claims 25-27, 37-39, 42-45, 51, 55, 56 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Goltra (U.S. Patent No. 5,802,495). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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Claims 25 and 37: Goltra discloses a method of medical language generation from data, 
comprising storing sentences and phrases related to medical data in peripheral CPU's, inputting 
patient data, transferring patient data to file servers and tabling patient data, transferring the 
tabled patient data to the CPU's and compiling sentences and paragraphs in the CPU's from the 
stored sentences and phrases and the patient data, whereby stored medical facts are converted into 
sentence structure (Col. 2, lines 30-46 and 66-67, and Col. 3, lines 1-22). 

Claims 26 and 38: Goltra discloses the method of claim 25, further comprising the 
rearrangement of medical facts in the sentence structure into a medically appropriate order (Col. 
3, lines 23-25). 

Claims 27 and 39: Goltra discloses the method of claim 26, further comprising the 
automatic consolidation of automatically generated medical English text with patient-related 
stored text (such as dictated transcripts) (Col. 3, lines 25-29). 

Claims 42 and 55: Goltra discloses a method and a system for computer-aided 
generation of patient medical documentation assembled from a combination of sources including 
user supplied text, system supplied pre-phrased text retrieved from a database in accordance with 
a specified pre-phrased text identifier, and text generated from input medical data facts, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

associating multiple pieces of information regarding a patient with a patient medical 
information record, the multiple pieces of medical information, comprising: 



input text of the type generally arising from transcribed dictation, 
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pre-phrased text retrieved from an electronic data storage apparatus and associated 
with a pre-phrased text identifier, and 

medical data facts (Col. 3, lines 23-36), 
wherein inputs relating to the multiple pieces of information regarding the patient are 
received by a medical information input interface providing random access to at least one of a set 
of medical information fields associated with the patient medical information record, 
receiving an identification of a patient medical document type; and 
generating, by a computer system under software control, a patient medical document 
based upon at least a portion of the multiple pieces of information regarding the patient and an 
information specification corresponding to the patient medical document type identification that 
specifies the portion of the multiple pieces of information to be included in the patient medical 
document, said generating step comprising, in any order: 

first inserting the input text at locations within the patient medical document in 
accordance with a text type associated with each distinguished portion of the input text (Col. 3, 
lines 36-49), 

second inserting text corresponding to the pre-phrased text retrieved from an 
electronic data storage apparatus (Col. 3, lines 52-65), and 

third inserting text generated in accordance with the medical data facts (Col. 3, 

lines 49-51). 
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Claim 43: Goltra discloses a method of claim 42 wherein the text generated in 
accordance with the medical data facts is generated in accordance with a medically logical 
sequence (Col. 3, lines 65-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-12). 

Claim 44: Goltra discloses a method of claim 42 wherein the step of generating a patient 
medical document further comprises generating heading text in accordance with the patient 
medical document type designation (Col. 3, lines 13-18). 

Claims 45 and 56: Goltra discloses a method and a system of claims 42 and 55 wherein 
the step of generating a patient medical document further comprises arranging the multiple pieces 
of information regarding the patient in accordance with the medical document type designation 
(Col. 3, lines 19-26). 

Claim 51 and 62: Goltra discloses a method and a system of claims 42 and 55 further 
comprising providing a set of selectively activated input modules facilitating prompted input of 
information relating to care for a patient (Col. 4, lines 27-29). 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 28, 29, 40, 41, 46, 48-50, 52-54, 57, 59-61 and 63-65 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goltra (U.S. Patent No. 5,802,495). 

Claims 28, 29, 40 and 41 : Goltra discloses the method of claims 27, 39 and 41 . 
However, Goltra does not disclose the step of automatically insertion of headlines and sub 
headlines where appropriate nor the automatically using of bold, italic, and larger text sizes to 
emphasize important medical sections or information. Official notice is taken that those steps are 
well known within the art to emphasize important information. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use these 
steps to emphasize important information. One would have been motivated to use this procedure 
in order to facilitate the reading of the patient medical document and to saving time in the medical 
decision process making. 

Claims 46, 48, 49, 57, 59 and 60: Goltra discloses the method and system of claims 42, 
45, 55 and 56. However, Goltra does not disclose that when the patient medical document is a 
patient medical report or the nurse notes that the text generated is medical text. Official notice is 
taken that those steps are well known within the art and are currently used in the day to day 
management and updating of patient records. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use these steps to update the 
patient records. One would have been motivated to use this procedure in order to include inputs 
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about the patient status from different professionals, with different relevance throughout the entire 
day. 

Claims 50 and 61 : Goltra discloses the method and system of claims 42 and 55. 
However, Goltra does not disclose the step of providing an editing tool to modify specified 
pre-phrased text. Official notice is taken that this step is are well known within the art and is 
currently used in the text processing art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use that step to modify specified 
pre-phrased text. One would have been motivated to include modifying specified pre-phrased text 
in order to increase the flexibility in the text processing. 

Claims 52- 54 and 63- 65: Goltra discloses the method and system of claims 42 and 55. 
.However, Goltra does not disclose the steps of providing a security mechanism facilitating 
limiting access to particular users, recording a time at which a particular piece of information is 
submitted for a patient medical record, nor recording an identity of a logged on user that supplied 
a particular piece of information stored in the patient medical information record. Official notice 
is taken that those steps are well known within the art and are currently used in the security data 
processing. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use these steps to guarantee the patient's privacy. One would 
have been motivated to use this security procedures in order to minimize the risk of inappropriate 
diffusion of personal data. 
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6. Claims 47 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goltra 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,802,495) in view of Tallman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,764,923). 

Goltra discloses the method and system of claims 45 and 56. However, Goltra does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the patient medical document is a triage record. Tallman discloses such 
as step (Col. 11, lines 29-34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made that one type of patient medical document could 
include a triage record. One would have been motivated to include a triage record as the patient 
medica document in order to include all pertinent data in the case to provide the filles support for 
diagnosis and therapeutic decisions. 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Exr. Pedro R, Kanof whose telephone number is (703) 308-9552. The 
examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Allen R. MacDonald, can be reached on (703) 305-9708. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 308-1396. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

PRK-7/8/00. 




ERIC W. STAMBER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



